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28.—Strikes and Lockouts, by Industries, 1941 and 1945—concluded 
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4 Includes erection of all large bridges. i Includes water 
' Includes non-ferrous smelting. 

Causes and Results of Strikes and Lockouts.—In each year since the 
record was begun in 1901 and up to 1944 the most important cause of strikes has 
been the demand for wage increases. Strikes have varied in number with fluctua
tions in union activity; stoppages have been caused by the workers' demands for 
recognition of a union or for the dismissal of non-unionists. Since 1936 union 
questions have caused many strikes, more than in the earlier peak years of union 
activity, 1903-07 and 1914-19. In 1945, strikes for increased wages, reduced hours 
and other changes caused only 4 • 5 p.c. of the total time loss, while strikes over union 
questions (particularly as to closed shop, union shop, maintenance-of-membership 
and check-off) caused almost 68 p.c. of the total time loss. 

Since 1935 the proportion of strikes and lockouts settled by public conciliation 
services has increased. Up to 1935 about half were settled by direct negotiations 
between the parties. In 1945, more than half the strikes were settled by Dominion 
or Provincial Government agencies. Based on the number of non-agricultural 
workers in Canada, about 33 workers in every 1,000 were involved in strikes in 1945, 
as compared with 25 in 1944, 72 in 1943, 39 in 1942, 33 in 1941, 27 in 1940 and 20 in 
1939. The time loss per 1,000 available work-days was 1-66 days in 1945, as com
pared with 0-54 in 1944, 1-14 in 1943, 0-51 in 1942, 0-55 in 1941, 0-39 in 1940 and 
0-36 in 1939. 

Section 10.—Wage Rates and Earnings 
Subsection 1.—Wage Rates and Hours for Various Classes of Labour in 

Canada 

Statistics of rates of wages and hours of labour have been collected for many 
years by the Dominion Department of Labour and were published, first, in the 
Labour Gazette and, later, in annual reports supplementary to the Labour Gazette. 


